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Abstract

The Ministry of Education and Science amended the Local Educational Administration LLaw in 2001
so that local education boards could expedite the changing of school district system for public
senior high schools. The ministry’s move was influenced by some government advisory councils
which were eager in introducing market—oriented reforms of public services. Members of these
councils argued that competition among schools would lead to better public education.

In the post—war years many education boards introduced multi-high school districts in which
several high schools cooperated in selecting applicants through unified entrance examinations and
in enrolling them in schools in each district. Under this system all schools in a district provided a
uniform standard curriculum to their students.

From around 1990, many educational boards began abolishing this system and switching to an
independently selecting system. They argued high schools must have different characteristics of
their own. The Ministry of Education and Science have played a key role in the change by
encouraging their moves.

This article would examine what has happened in three prefectures—Okayama, Oita and
Nagasaki—to find the effects of the changing of this school district system. One thing is very clear.
The change has brought about a distinctive stratification of high schools.

In local areas like these prefectures, high schools are graded simply by the number of students who
enter the state—run and prestigious university in cach region. On top of that, the independently
selecting system has failed to realize what its proponents wanted —their imagined high schools of
different characteristics.

There are many reasons for this. Firstly, the demand of students is not diverse as predicted but
similar because most of students take the national examinations to enter universities. Secondly, a
fair competition among schools could not happen. They overlooked many gaps different schools
face like gaps in social and economic standards in their surrounding areas. Every education boards

should review their policy and search for a new grand design for its public senior high schools.
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