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Abstract

This text aims to organize the transition of the high school educational reform logics since the
latter half of the 1970’s, to clarify the position and the character of today’s high school education
reform and its problem.

The high school education reform policy was converted from the diversification policy based on the
manpower demand theory to the diversification one based on “individual characteristic” in the
1970’s. The report submitted by “high school project team” of the association of superintendents
of prefectural education boards in the latter half of the 1970’s is the policy starting point which
leads to today’s high school education reform.

However, behind the high school education reform after the 1980°s which declared less excessive
exam competition and response to “various students” as policy ideas, and aimed the
diversification of high schools, two movements were caused. One is that the actions to increase the
university entrance ratio had started in rural prefectures in the latter half of the 1980’s. Another
one is that the recovery actions of the university entrance ratio of students from the public high
schools started in rivalry with rising tide of the private joint—type lower and upper secondary
schools in the metropolitan area.

When it became middle of the 1990’s, the high school education reform policy came to pursue high
academic achievement, and to abandon the excessive exam competition and the overemphasis of
the academic background, while the education policy frame in the country converted from
“Yutori” —room to grow—education to high academic achievement.

However, “Yutori” education tools developed before policy transition like integrated high schools
and cooperative—type lower and upper secondary schools constantly functions in the present high
school education, and some movements are made that oppose hierarchical reorganization like the
approach of the restructuring of the part—time high schools, though the framework of high school
education reform is made on the logic of hierarchical reorganization. Today’ s high school
cducation reform is in the state that two or more policy logics and the currents are concomitant,

and possesses a multi—strata structure.
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