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A Study of Manuals for Lesson Study by Educational Centers
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Abstract

These days, several educational centers are producing lesson study manuals.

This trend was inspired by a research bulletin from Hiroshima Prefecture educational committee in
2003, another from Hiroshima City educational center in 2005, and a research bulletin from
Yokohama City in 2006, which all had great influences on the manuals produced by educational
centers in many local governments.

After that, Iwate Prefecture educational center in 2008 produced one that covered the whole idea
of lesson study most widely; Yamagata Prefecture educational center in 2009 created one that put
the focus on the importance of lesson preparation; Akita Prefecture educational center in 2009
made one that looked closely at discussions based on lessons. In addition, there have been similar
studies of manuals for lesson study. For instance, Osaka Prefecture educational center in 2007
produced a manual based on 35 cases in elementary, junior and high schools; Tochigi Prefecture
educational center in 2009 issued a leaflet to remind the teachers of the importance of lesson study
actions; Tokyo Prefecture educational center has set up a web—based lesson diagnosis system.
These attempts can be categorized into three types: a “comprehensive type” that covers the whole
lesson study plans, an “emphasis type” that focuses on discussion and lesson plans, and a
“case—study type” that concentrates on case studies. What is common among these is that the
amount of information on the study accumulated by each educational center has been dramatically
increasing in the past few years and that a post—it method of workshop discussions has become
mainstream.

In the years ahead, it is urgently required that these lesson study methods become widespread
throughout the country and become a fixed element of school culture, gaining better understanding
of teachers and schools in combination with other measures such as the invitation of instructors,
the utilization of the accumulated lesson plans, the use of an audiovisual library of lessons and

study conferences.
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