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Standards Frameworks for Professional Teaching in Higher Education
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Abstract

Recently, it is a key issue in higher education to develop some indicators that prove the profes—
sionalism of teaching and demonstrate competencies of professional teaching by academics them—
selves. Such indicators, in other words, would be guidelines for development and implementation of
systematic training programmes for new academic staffs.

This paper aims to contribute to the discussion on the issue in Japan. I describe what practical and
possible ways are for developing and constructing the indicators for the professionalism of univer—
sity teachers and teaching competencies in higher education, and compare three cases, two do—
mestic cases in Japan and one foreign case as an advanced case.

Finally, I conclude that all of three cases, in despite of their different approaches of development,
show that the professional standards are sorted into the following categories: commitment to
learning community building, educational designing, implementation of teaching, and reflective
improvement. [ also demonstrate that the format of “standards framework” could be very helpful to
retain and confirm a common ground or consistency of university teaching while the diversity and

autonomy of universities are preserved.
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