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Preliminary Survey of Documents about French Colonial Education in West Africa

Abstract 
The aim of this essay is to introduce some documents relating to colonial education in French 

colonial West Africa (l’Afrique Occidentale Française) which are owned by the National Archives 
Overseas Section in France. Various kinds of document about colonial education are in the Ar-
chive, and this essay focuses on the “Bulletin of Education in French West Africa” (Bulletin de 
l'Enseignement de l'Afrique Occidentale Française) in particular.  

The “Bulletin of Education in French West Africa” was published by the colonial government in 
order to share information and experience of educational activities among governors, inspectors 
and teachers. The bulletins were published from 1913 to 1959. Following the contents of the bul-
letins, they can be divided into three periods; from 1913 to 1920s  1930s  and from the end of 
1940s to 1959.   

This essay describes the features of the bulletins from each period, and looks at the changes in 
educational policies.
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