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Sustaining Proper School Size by way of School Merger faced with Long-range Population
Decline and Restructuring of Local School System

Abstract
This paper looks at the special issue topic of the scale and configuration of schools in a shrinking 

population, and examines its import and aims. The reason for using the expression ‘shrinking popu-
lation’ rather than ‘aging society with fewer children’ is as follows. ‘Aging society with fewer chil-
dren’ emphasizes the lengthening of the average life span due to the decline in the number of chil-
dren resulting from the low birth-rate together with increased longevity; ‘shrinking population’ em-
phasizes not only the overall decline in population, but additionally a variety of aspects pertaining to 
that decline such as changes in the population structure according to age bracket and geographical 
area. Thus it is in order to highlight our wish to broaden the emerging research into education in a 
time of population decline that this special issue uses that term.  

There are five factors to consider when examining the problem of education in a time of popula-
tion decline in Japan: 
1. the medium to long-term population forecast of the National Land Council Policy Unit Long-term 

Outlook Committee 
2. the merger policy directed at small schools 
3. the consciousness of local school boards to sustaining school size in a shrinking school population 
4. the spread of towns and villages with one elementary and one junior high school 
5. education policies in a time of medium and long-term population decline 
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http://www.mlit.go.jp/policy/shingikai/s104_tyoukitenbou01.html 
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