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Consideration of Environmental Education to Emphasize Nature Experience Activities to Foster a “Zest for Living”
—From a Sense of Wonder to Problem-solving Ability & View of Nature and Creating a Local Culture and Area—

HE B
GOTO Masakazu

Abstract
This paper proposes a concrete environmental education based on science education with an emphasis on

nature experience activities designed to foster a “Zest for Living” , bringing a sense of wonder to prob-

lem-solving, and creating a local culture and area. It considers the significance of environmental education
and its future perspective as described below:

(1) The paper makes clear the issues of an education for a “Zest for Living”, and explains that science edu-
cation should be enquiry-based, fieldwork-centered and integrated through doing science, rather than
test-oriented through learning by heart for the entrance examinations . It evolves into an integrated science
education based on systems science, to be informative and creative, creating and establishing a culture of
doing science as a basis of the environmental education in order to overcome problems.

(2) It describes how the nature experience activities should be done, considering the developmental stages
of the children. We show “the nature experience activity according to the developmental stages of children
and the process to foster their problem-solving ability” in figure 2, and exemplify how nature experience
activities should be conducted for the fieldwork in biology and geology.

(3) It explains how an environmental education should be, in order to foster a “Zest for Living”, with such
concrete examples as integrating the nature experience activities with the language activity, and integrating
the nature experience activities with the activity of creating a culture and those associated with the foreign
language.

(4) It shows visibly and easily “the perspective of an environmental education according to the develop-
mental stages of children and the creation of a local culture and area” in figure 3 with a vision of a system-
atic and comprehensive environmental education, fostering a “Zest for Living”, from the sensitivity needed
for nursery and elementary education, to the problem-solving ability needed for secondary education, from

a standpoint of lifelong learning.
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