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Abstract

The National Institute for Education Policy Research has collected information on theses
that have been awarded the degree of doctor and master in the graduate schools of our country
since 1983, and has constructed a Japanese Educational Dissertation Index (JEDI) database of
this information. This database has been accessible online. In the present study I have
analyzed quantitatively the data that is recorded on the database, and considered the
characteristics of this data.

This database is specialized in the field of education, and consists mainly of graduation
theses that were awarded the degree of master. I have found that 96% of all records consist of
information on masters' theses, and that about 80% of all records were in the field of education
and related areas.

The period covered by the data of the database is from fiscal 1951 to 2002. Over the years
in line with the increase in the number of the graduate schools submitting the data recorded,
the number of items has increased. The increase in the recorded number of items reflects the
increase in the establishment and capacity of graduate schools with master's programs.
However, the numbers have stabilized at about 5,000 occurrences per year in recent years, and
1s expected to stay at that level.

It may be assumed that the contents of the research are changing over time. Formerly,
basic research in pedagogy was the mainstream, but today its percentage is decreasing. On the
other hand, practical research on subject education has shown a rapid increase.

I have divided into 5 periods the 53 years over which data were recorded in such a way that
the numbers of items are equal. The result of a frequency analysis of the keywords for each
period shows that the theme of the theses reflects the era when the research was conducted, and
can be useful for the educational practice and educational problems of today.

Therefore, I think that full text database of abstracts etc. may be useful for utilizing the
database more effectively.

I also made an analysis about expressions at the end of the thesis titles, but it was found

that in Japanese to focus on " X X research" at the end of the title is meaningless.
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