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Abstract

This paper provides the results of a preliminary survey of the collection of the Government
Research Institute of National Culture (Japan, August 23, 1932-October 31, 1943), which was
in charge of research, guidance, and dissemination of the national culture, under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Education. The collection has now been inherited by the National Institute for
Educational Policy Research Library. The books in the collection have been stamped with the
name of the Government Research Institute of National Culture so that they can be distinguished
from other books.

The survey was conducted on the books on shelves 1-32 (Japanese books in the General
Description, Philosophy, History and Sociology groupings) of the first stack on the 19th floor of
the library. These represent 38.5% of the total 83 shelves of the stack.

The results show that the collection is related to al kinds of ideas from around the world that
influenced Japan until the early Showa period. It also includes classical books from the Edo
period. In addition, there is a collection of Kokutai no hongi (The True Meaning of the National
Identity), published by the Ministry of Education in 1937, as well as a number of commentaries
and books discussing kokutai. There are also a number of books that discuss and explain the
Imperial Rescript on Education of 1890.

All the books in the collection were recorded in ledgers when they were accepted by the
Government Research Institute of National Culture. The ledgers have been inherited as well. In
light of these records, the number of books in the collection is estimated to be 66,302 to 75,000.
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