8% X ESHBEBORITEICE £ 149% w243 A

[ BRI — AR | DBORIE T
- AR ouyy ZIEKEHLT-
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify a policy-making process of the Unified Teacher Hiring
Examination in Japan, which progressed from the 1980s to the 2010s. The Unified Teacher Hiring
Examination, a reform plan that was included in a survey report published in 2019, may have had
considerable influence on the teacher hiring administration process managed by each educational
board. The survey report proposed two reform plans: the Unified Teacher Hiring Examination
as Plan A and the common examination as Plan B. In Plan A, a third-party organization would
manage the whole process of the examination, from preparation to evaluation. In contrast, in Plan B,
it would only draft the examination paper, while the individual educational boards would manage
the other steps in the process. Plan B was first proposed in a report by the Central Education
Council (CEC) in 2015.

Few previous research studies have looked into why Plans A and B were developed given their
newness. Therefore, I investigated the following two research questions: First, why was Plan B
included in the 2015 paper by CEC? Second, why was Plan A proposed in 2019 in addition to
Plan B? I used policy documents, reports, survey data, records of proceedings, and newspapers to
answer these questions.

I found that first, because three policy trends in teacher hiring since the 1980s resulted in heavy
workloads for the educational boards, Plan B was proposed in the 2015 paper as a measure to
reduce the workloads. Second, the terms “unified” and “unified examination” were suggested in
the Review Conference for the Core Curriculum in Teacher Training, which may have led to Plan

A after the conference. Finally, I discussed the implications of our findings.
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