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Abstract

The purpose of this report is to summarize the process of updating the database of information
on articles published by the educational research institute and education center, one of the Educa-
tion Research Information Databases of the National Institute for Educational Policy Research,
from its construction to the present, and to show how to make effective use of the database by
analyzing the information accumulated over 35 years using a bibliometric method. The formal
name of this database is “Educational studies and researches conducted in education centers” and
the abbreviation is “CENTER”.

According to an analysis of the information provided, the number of educational institutes and
centers around the country providing information and the amount of information provided by
them have seen a decreasing tendency, whereas prefectures with greater populations tended to
provide more, but it was also found that there were prefectures that worked harder than their
population would suggest.

An analysis of keywords in the titles shows that there have been changing trends in research
themes over the past 35 years, and that the revision of the Courses of Study has had an influence
on research. In addition, changes in research topics suggest that the role of the educational center

has shifted from research to training.
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