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Development of the Government Policy on Lifelong Learning for Persons with Disabilities
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Abstract

The Japanese Government has been promoting the reform of various systems for persons with
disabilities since before the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabil-
ities, which took place in January 2014. Reform included the development of domestic legislation,
which had the effect of improving accessibility to participation in lifelong learning. However, the
amount of information provided on reasonable accommodation for lifelong learning was less than
that for school education: the Basic Program, established in 2013 after the revision of the Basic
Act for Persons with Disabilities (August 2011) did not include a description that focused on
lifelong learning.

On December 14, 2016, the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
declared a policy to promote general measures for persons with disabilities in order to encourage
lifelong learning, cultural activities and sports, and thereby assist persons with disabilities to
pursue self-actualization.

Based on the policy, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (here-
after “MEXT”) created a new section named “The Office for Promoting Lifelong Learning of
Persons with Disabilities”, and called upon local governments to strengthen their work in this
field. MEXT carried out the following measures: promotion of sports activities; efforts to improve
a seamless support system from infancy to adulthood; creation of a center to support handicapped
students who play an active part in society; support of cultural and artistic activities; review of the
budgeted measures for FY2017 from the viewpoint of consistency with the policy; the creation of
an award; and promotion of public awareness campaigns.

The budgeted measures for FY 2018 include the expansion of support for special needs educa-
tion, university education, and the cultural and sports activities of graduates; and MEXT plans to
conduct empirical research on learning after graduation, towards further promotion of lifelong

learning by persons with disabilities.
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