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Abstract

Twenty-four countries and regions, mainly the OECD member countries, participated in the
Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) in 2011. In addi-
tion, an additional survey (the second round) was conducted in nine countries that newly partici-
pated in 2014. Even with the additional results, proficiency in literacy and numeracy in Japan
were the highest among the survey’s participating countries.

In Japan “Learning everywhere at every opportunity” is positioned as a philosophy of lifelong
learning, while among the background questions of the PIAAC, “participation in adult education
and training” and “use of skills at work and in everyday life” are stages corresponding to this. It
appears that the findings obtained there are useful for studying lifelong learning in Japan. There-
fore, in this paper, we examined the situation of the participating countries for the proficiency
level and the relationship between these two stages as indicated by the PIAAC data, and attempt-
ed to find the characteristics of Japan, among others.

As aresult, a correlation was revealed between the degree of adult proficiency and participation
in education or training and skill use, among countries with particularly high proficiency levels.
However, from the viewpoint of the participating countries as a whole, the correlation was low
this time as seen from an analysis using the PIAAC data.

In Japan, there is a high level of proficiency, but a low level in terms of the entire skill set.
However, focusing on the breakdown, it is particularly evident that there is proactive reading of
newspapers and letters in the use of reading skills, and writing of letters in the use of writing
skills. This is considered to be one of the areas where research should be advanced in relation to
the fact that the Japanese proficiency level is high as a whole.
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