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Case Studies on Fostering “Teaching Skills for ICT Use” from an International Perspective
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Abstract

In this paper, we report case studies from overseas visits on fostering teaching skills for ICT
use in teacher training courses and other programs. Through this survey, we conducted interviews
and observed classroom teaching in six countries. Several characteristic cases were selected and
are introduced in this paper concluding with a summary of the case studies.

A topic of debate is what kind of classes should be taught in the university teacher training
courses in order to foster teaching skills for ICT use, and here, useful examples as reference for
future teaching in Japan are the teaching method adopted by Monash University in the State of
Victoria in Australia where the students get to try out various ICT tools, and the teaching method
at University College Capital in Denmark using active learning. However, with both teaching
methods, the costs for preparing such classes by teachers are anticipated to be large, and therefore,
one key point will be how to go about mitigating these preparation costs. The National Institute
of Education in Singapore has adopted a method of teaching university classes by teaming up
experts in ICT technology and support staff with faculty members to incorporate such a method
into the curriculum. If such a structure is established, this will lead to reducing the burden on
faculty members.

In this survey, in addition to the perspective of teacher training, a number of examples were
collected from the perspective of promoting ICT use in schools. One of them is the case of New-
castle Junior/Senior High School in the United States. The principal observes classes every week
and endeavors to share good examples with the teachers. This is a method which does not involve
high costs and causes action for ICT use to be taken right away with little preparation.

Through this survey, it has become clear that all teacher training schools and ICT implementing
schools are facing difficulty in catching up with and incorporating ICT, which is evolving day by
day, and it appears that each situation is one of trial and error. One thing in common seems to be
that even if the use of a specific tool is taught, it is quickly rendered obsolete, and therefore, once
a tool or service is needed in the teaching, it is important to prepare measures or a support envi-
ronment enabling the teachers themselves to learn what they need. In other words, this means
creating an environment where teachers are able to teach each other, preparing online training, and
arranging technical support staff. Regarding ICT use methods, it is important that teachers adopt

a stance of learning together with the students. Here, the case of Australia is helpful.
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