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Case examples of effective efforts in fostering the learning process and problem-solving skills
— From the efforts of showcase schools in Japan —
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Abstract

“To achieve an open curriculum in society”, concrete case examples need to be considered that
can be expected to be effective in equipping students with the desired competencies throughout
school education and in classroom settings. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to present research
trends on the desired competencies, to identify specific examples in the classes of elementary and
secondary education from showcase schools in Japan where outcomes can be expected, and to glean
ideas.

An outline is as follows. With growing interest in “active learning”, there are a number of excel-
lent teaching examples based on various theories that have been reported. Therefore, an analysis will
be conducted in this paper from four perspectives: the principle of lesson-making in order to ensure
development of the competencies (National Institute for Educational Policy Research, 2014); the
competencies to be developed, and the correlation between content and learning activities; expecta-
tions of genuine understanding of the significance of learning — a value model; and curriculum
management.

Based on these principles, we took the examples of two schools. Learner's independence was a
problem in both schools, and devised ways to improve it. In one case at Yamaga Junior High School
of Yamaga city, Kumamoto prefecture, while working in cooperation with the director of the educa-
tion center and others, a teacher was able to elicit learner-driven learning through the pursuit of
questions to increase the competencies. At Miyahara Elementary School in Arida city, Wakayama
prefecture, there was another example, which showed that the teacher’s actual ability to teach im-
proved through the teacher taking measures to elicit learner-driven learning and prioritizing “chil-
dren being able to form relationships and work out their differences”, and through the learner’s ex-
periences of creating lessons, and improvement in the learner’s teaching skills. Leaving the learning
to the children so as to promote learner-driven learning demonstrated tireless motivation and efforts,
and ingenuity and improvement in order to be able to “eliminate the appearance of teachers leading
the class”. These examples are not likely to be successful simply through adoption of the methods as
they are, but may be used as references for learning to foster the competencies required in society in
the future.
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