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Abstract

The Educational Resources Research Center at National Institute for Educational Policy
Research has been developing the National Information Center for Educational Resources
(NICER) since April 2000. NICER will be the national website in which both instructors and
learners are able to search necessary information easily. The mechanism to achieve that goal
1s currently under study. The web page of NICER (http://www.nicer.go.jp/) was launched in
August 2001, and in September 2002, educational contents retrieval system became available.
The system allows users to search for information related to primary and secondary education
that reside sporadically across the country in a cross-sectional manner using LOM or Learning
Object Metadata. In July 2003, a similar information retrieval system using LOM on higher
education and life-long learning became operable. The categorization used in NICER's system
corresponds to that of the Curriculum Standards for elementary and high school education.
Therefore information for particular subjects, grades, areas and items can be retrieved readily.
Discussion i1s underway for the possibility of developing LOMs for information on higher
education, as well as attaching LOMs to information provided by corporations for fee, so that

needs of the business sector can also be met.
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