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Reexamining the Relationships between Municipal Mergers and the Closing and
Consolidation of Public Elementary Schools: Analysis Based on Municipal Data
Considering Multiple Factors

U
MIYAZAKI Satoru

Abstract

This paper poses the question of whether the closing and consolidation of public elementary
schools is likely to occur in municipalities which have merged, and conducts an analysis taking into
account multiple factors related to school consolidation. The results suggest that the possibility of
school closing and consolidation becomes higher in merged regions when compared to non-merged
regions.

In addition, if an analysis is conducted taking into account the differences in styles of consolida-
tion such as the establishment of new schools through consolidation and the incorporation of exist-
ing schools through consolidation, the results suggest school closing and consolidation tends to oc-
cur more in non-merged regions whichever style of consolidation.

In this paper, an analysis was conducted of the various factors other than municipal mergers,
which are expected to impact school closing and consolidation, incorporating the explanatory varia-
bles as control variables. The results of this part suggest that closing and consolidation is likely to
occur in regions where there are very small schools with five classes or less. The results also suggest
that school consolidation is seldom seen when the municipal area per school, which is the size of the
average school district in the region, becomes larger or the financial situation of the region improves.
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