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Abstract

In South Korea, in order to ease the intense competition which lies in the background of the rap-
id increase in the enrollment rate, a policy of “equalizing” secondary education has been maintained
for more than 40 years through the selection of the admissions school for all students of middle
schools and ordinary high schools, including private schools, using a lottery system. This “equaliz-
ing” policy has received a certain amount of support from the public and has been praised since it
had the effect of calming the intense competition to get into school, and of controlling the cost of
“private education” such as cram schools. On the other hand, problems due to the “equalizing” have
been pointed out such as the standardization of high school education and the “downward equaliza-
tion” of academic achievement. In response to these criticisms, the government has been imple-
menting “complementary measures” to the “equalizing” such as establishing schools that provide a
higher standard of education for certain students.

In the 1990s, South Korea’s education reform reached a new phase. Under the vision of re-
sponding to a knowledge-based society, the provision of diverse education by schools came to be
required in order to be able to develop creative human resources. There was also a political regime
that emphasized a neo-liberal policy, and the diversification of school education and expansion of
the autonomy of the schools as well as the fostering of a competitive atmosphere came to be actively
encouraged. In addition, the revision of an academic society was seen as the ultimate goal, with the
focus on careers education in secondary education and expectations of learning activities in accord-
ance with the respective career design at the high school stage.

In this way, the environment affecting the “equalizing” is undergoing a great change. However,
the system of “equalizing” still remains rigid, and students who wish to go on to high school still
have very little choice in selecting a school. Curriculum reform has been proactively carried out for
the purpose of developing the human resources who are required in a new era, but the current situa-
tion is that institutional reform connecting the middle schools and high schools, which is required to
aid in effective implementation of the reform, has not kept pace. This paper is based on the reality
that it would be difficult to abolish the “equalizing” at the present time, but based on the direction of
education reform in South Korea in recent years, considers what kind of improvements to the system
would be possible to achieve connections between the middle schools and high schools.
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