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Features of Lower Secondary Education in France
Ensuring Diverse Educational Opportunities in Lower Secondary Schools (colleges)
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Abstract

Focusing on lower secondary education, this paper will look at the diverse education opportuni-
ties seen in lower secondary schools (colleges). Although education in colléges is compulsory and
common to all students, special measures are provided in consideration of the diversity and needs of
students, and their academic plans; for example, vocational education preparation classes for fi-
nal-year students, or apprenticeship for students over 15 years of age. These measures are posi-
tioned as support measures, provided to help students design their future and to lead them to “suc-
cess”.

First, this paper will give an overview of compulsory education, and the “Common Core of
Knowledge and Skills”, which is set as a framework of knowledge and skills that need to be ac-
quired during compulsory education. Secondly, it will look at what attempts were made in lower
secondary education, in order to assure diverse education mesures in the final year of college. The
college took its current form in 1975. Since then, in order to respond to students with academic
difficulties and to meet student needs, various measures and educational polices were explored, but
many problems were left to be addressed. Finally, this paper will summarize current issues con-
cerning college and its plans for reform.
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