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The School Boards Associations' Concepts and Activities around the Reorganization
of the Board of Education System during 1950s
- Focusing on two major organizations -

HEH N
FUJITA Yusuke

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the concepts and activities of School Boards
Association over the reorganization of the Board of Education System that participated in the
legislative process which led to enactment of Law concerning the Organization and Operations
of Local Educational Administration (Chi-kyo-gyo-ho). This paper focuses on the Prefectural
School Boards Association (Zen-kyo-1) and the Local School Boards Association (Zen-chi-kyo-i).

So far, a great deal of attention has been paid to the confrontation between Ministry of
Education and Japan Teachers' Union in the studies on reorganization process of the Board of
Education System that ended with enactment of Chi-kyo-gyo-ho. Few considerations have
been taken into other actors. This paper, therefore, takes up School Boards' Associations
mentioned above and makes clear their concept and activities.

It was Zen-kyo-1 and Zen-chi-kyo-1 that actively petitioned the government in order to
show a strenuous commitment to make their desires come true with regards to the Board of
Education System. Their activities were well planned and systematic as pressure groups acting
1n the policy process. There were two primary factors which stimulated the activities of School
Boards' Associations .One was the fact that school boards were established in every local
municipality, and the other was the pro-con argument for the Board of Education System,
which became activated after the Report of the Local System Investigation Council was
submitted.

At first, there was a serious dissention between Zen-chi-kyo-1 and Zen-kyo-1 over the issue
whether school boards ought to be established in every local municipality. However, the two
organizations gradually changed their stance. Zen-chi-kyo-1, which had refused retaining local
school boards, began to take a position to support local school boards. And Zen-kyo-1, which
was 1n partnership with the Japan Liberal Party on the issue of establishing school boards in
every local community, broke away from the Party because the Party gradually became less
enthusiastic about advocating local school boards. Thus the two organizations formed a
"united front" to realize the common goal of maintaining the existing school board system.

In spite of their mutual cooperation by forming a united front, the Chi-kyo-gyo-ho passed
and the goal of maintaining the existing school board system was not realized, which means
their concept and activities worked in vain. But they managed to retain the local school board

system itself. That might mean a mark of success for them.
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