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The International Workshop on the Concept of ESD during the UNESCO World Confer-
ence on ESD 2014: Where We Came from and Where We Are Heading
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Abstract

From 10-12 November 2014, UNESCO held the World Conference on ESD in Aichi-Nagoya for
reviewing UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) and setting the agenda for
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) beyond 2014. NIER co-organized one of the interna-
tional workshops during the international conference, working closely with Rhodes University in
South Africa. Theme of the international workshop was the concept of ESD, “Where We Came from
and Where We Are Heading.”

This paper discusses the process of the preparation of the workshop content, its implementation
and operation, and the recommendations drawn from the workshop activities involving more than
one hundred participants with various backgrounds. One of the focuses of workshop activities was
on supporting the implementation of the Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD and the recom-
mendations drawn were grouped into the five GAP priority action areas of advancing policy, im-
proving learning and training environments, enhancing capacity of educators and trainers, empow-
ering and mobilizing youths, and striving for sustainable solutions at the local level. The paper also
points out that preparing a meeting with emphasis on diversity, participation, and collaboration could

be an important aspect when holding an ESD related meeting.
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Cluster I: Celebrating a Decade of Action

Cluster Advisors: Gerhard de Haan & Dorcas Otieno

ESD concept

ESD policy

Contribution of ESD in meeting the internationally-agreed development goals

Development of local initiatives and multi-stakeholder networks for ESD

Innovative teaching and learning approaches to ESD

Mobilizing partnerships for ESD

Monitoring and evaluation of the DESD and ESD

Cluster II: Reorienting Education to Build a Better Future for All
Cluster Advisors: Chuck Hopkins & Rachel Trajber

Early childhood care and education
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Primary and secondary education

Higher education and research
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) / Green skills
Teacher education

Non-formal and community learning

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

Innovative learning spaces and opportunities for ESD
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Educating for sustainable development and global citizenship

Cluster III: Accelerating Action for Sustainable Development
Cluster Advisors: Kartikeya Sarabhai & Pascal Houenou

Water and sanitation

Oceans

Energy

Health

Agriculture and food security

Biodiversity

Climate change

Disaster risk reduction (DRR)

Sustainable consumption and production (SCP)
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Green economy in the context of poverty eradication

11 | Sustainable cities and human settlements

Cluster IV: Setting the Agenda for ESD beyond 2014
Cluster Advisors: Michel Ricard & Sally Asker
Promoting holistic 21st-century competencies

Integrating ESD in policy at different levels
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Role of local initiatives in advancing ESD

Whole-institution approaches to ESD

Catalyzing support for ESD
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Monitoring and reporting frameworks of ESD beyond 2014
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