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Abstract

The first attempt to establish a modern university based on European models was made following
the Meiji Restoration in 1868. The aim was to catch up with the advanced countries as fast as possi-
ble by transferring the advanced western knowledge and technologies to Japan. In the incipient pe-
riod, in the institutions of higher education, many of the courses were instructed by foreign profes-
sors. At the same time, the government sent large numbers of promising students to study abroad. To
finance like these projects, the government was forced to invest large amount of funds. In 1877, the
government had established the first university, University of Tokyo, and transformed it into the Im-
perial University in 1886. Drawing on the European continental university models, the Imperial
University consisted of faculties of law, letters, science, and medicine, and later, faculties of engi-
neering and agriculture were added, thus made the Imperial University a unique institution in the
world that granted university status to these practical disciplines. In response to urgent needs of the
state, Imperial University produced a certain number of high-rank officials and technocrats mainly
for public sector. Meanwhile, there emerged a number of higher technical or professional schools.
The government tried to regulate skillfully these institutions and expected them to serve the state in
an auxiliary manner. In 1903, the legal status was given to these higher schools as “professional col-
leges.” In 1918, the University Order was promulgated and approval was given for establishing of
private universities and single-subject universities. Japan would have established a full-fledged
unique higher education system by 1920 which embraced other official universities that provided
single academic discipline, such as medicine, engineering, commerce and education; locally estab-
lished public universities; private universities; and many public and private non-degree granting

professional colleges, all hierarchically ordered under the imperial universities.
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