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Abstract

This paper discusses the relationship between the municipal mergers and the consolidations of
public elementary schools based on the analysis of municipal level data. The result of analysis sug-
gests the following:

1) There is positive correlation between the municipal mergers and the consolidations of public
elementary schools.

2) In the case of the merged municipalities, the regions with school consolidation before the mer-
ger tended to integrate the schools after the merger.

3) There are some kinds of regional features to promote merger and consolidation in the regions
with school consolidation after the merger. One of the regional features is the regional fiscal
condition.

However, the relationship between merger and consolidation as confirmed in this paper is limited

to correlation. Thus, the discussion that the relationship indicates spurious correlation or the effect of
the merger on the consolidation remains outstanding issue.
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