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“Rethinking” Higher Education Reforms in Japan through the Tuning Approach
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Abstract

This section focuses on the implications Tuning provides to Japanese higher education reform.
Since the late 1990s, a series of policy initiatives emphasizing learning-outcomes-based-reform was
issued by the Central Education Council. Many higher education institutions have endeavored to
respond to the increasing demands, for example, by defining their “diploma policies (institutional
level statements of what students are expected to achieve by completion of their undergraduate edu-
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cation),” “curriculum policies,” and “admission policies.”

First, the article will describe the background, context, and current state of higher education re-
forms in Japan, focusing on the establishment of internal quality assurance systems. Secondly, it
will highlight the policy context of the “diploma policy,” a Japanese parallel to Tuning, and describe
how institutions have responded to the initiative. Thirdly, it will compare the “diploma policy” to
Tuning to examine similarities and differences in context, and to identify issues which were over-
looked in the Japanese higher education reforms. Fourthly, the article will conclude by discussing

the accomplishments of Japanese higher education reforms and the challenges that still remain.
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