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Effect of Creating Bridges between Academic Subjects and their Teaching Methods
- Comparison with the Teacher Training Curriculum between Faculty of Education
and Other Faculties in Chiba University -

MR T&ES WE F
NEGISHI Chiharu and FUCHIGAMI Takashi

Abstract

This paper is intended to consider the effects of creating bridges between specialized courses in
school subjects and their teaching methods, as specified by the Teachers License Act. The Faculty
of Education at Chiba University has had a course entitled "Study of Teaching Materials", since
1999. Although this course has been designated as a specialized course in school subjects by the
Teachers License Act, it covers learning contents and materials for junior high schools. In this pa-
per, we surveyed Chiba University with the following aims. (1)To reveal the background, educa-
tional contents and goals for "Study of Teaching Materials" as it has been conducted at the Faculty
of Education. (2)To examine the effectiveness of building the bridges between the specialized
courses in school subjects and their teaching methods, by comparison of the teacher training cur-
ricula in the Faculty of Education and other faculties. We collected information, such as university
guides, and interviewed members of the each faculty. Our results showed as follows. When the
"Study of Teaching Materials" course was started, there were certain extrinsic factors (e.g., a de-
crease in the employment rate of teachers in the 1990s, the revision of the Teachers License Act in
1998, and the plan to reduce the number of students on teacher training courses by 5,000).These
factors generated a sense of crisis among the members of faculty. At that time, the faculty felt
confused, but changed the mindset of teacher training curriculum as a result. On the other hand,
teacher training course curricula in the Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Science in Chiba
University were designed to meet the minimal standards of the Teachers License Act. Such courses
as "Study of Teaching Materials" in the Faculty of Education were not seen on their curricula. The
challenge will now be to examine the positioning in the curriculum and educational content of
bridges between the specialized courses about school subjects and their teaching methods.
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