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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to offer a new interpretation of Meiji Japan s Kyoikurei,
or the 1879 Education Order. To that effect, the idea of modern scientific worldview has
been adopted as the theoretical apparatus for analysis. The worldview is thought to
have emerged in Western Europe during the Scientific Revolution of the 16th and the 17th
centuries. Meiji Japan’ s Gakusei, or the Fundamental Code of Education (1872), is also
referred for this purpose

In this paper it is argued that the two policies were the Meiji government’ s attempts
to be in harmony with the universal laws of Nature, of which existence had been
conceptualized since the Scientific Revolution. The modern scientific worldview was based
on the idea of the universal Laws of Nature. Many educational ideas in Meiji Japan s
Fundamental Code of Education show substantial consistency with the modern scientific
worldview, and this is even more the case of the 1879 Education Order. By taking such
theoretical characteristics of the two policies into account, it is pointed out that
the 1879 Education Order was issued to complement the Fundamental Code to overcome a
few theoretical inconsistencies which can be identified between the Fundamental Code and
the modern scientific worldview. Thus it is concluded that the 1879 Education Order was
conceptually not a replacement for but the successor to the Fundamental Code. These
policies can therefore be considered to be a part of Meiji Japan’s strategy to benefit
from the power of the universal Laws of Nature, which had already been demonstrated by
the West, in order to effect national modernization.

Despite the 1879 Education Order’ s strong consistency with the worldview, however, the
policy did not benefit Japan, and thereafter the idea of the universal laws of Nature

became no more evident in Meiji government’ s education policies
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