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An Analysis on Bilingual Education Practices at Chinese School in Japan :

A Case of the Yokohama Yamate Chinese School
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Abstract

This paper focused on bilingual education practices at the Yokohama Yamate Chinese
School. Both Japanese and Chinese languages are equally used for teaching at this Chinese
School. Although based on the Japanese National Curriculum and the same subjects as formal
Japanese schools are taught through Japanese language and virtually all the students
pass entrance examinations to local Japanese senior high schools, Chinese Schools in
Japan are not formally registered by the first clause of the School Education Act, and
are categorized as ‘Various Schools’ . Chinese language education on the other hand puts
emphasis on the training of communication skill.

It is characteristic for bilingual education practices at this Chinese School that
Japanese is the first and principal language for majority of the students, to whom Chinese
is recognized just as a foreign language. The Chinese School has been challenged by
new waves. The arrival and increase of newcomer Chinese children who have no Japanese
background since 1990s, the existence of, on the other hand, Japanese students which
amount to 20 percent in total, and the introduction of English language education at
primary school level, have made the Chinese School from ‘ethnic’ to ‘international’ .
The educational practices at this school give suggestive ideas about the intercultural

education in Japan.
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