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The trend in the system of international schools in South Korea
and its implications for Japan
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Abstract

In Japan, there is no clear legal provision for international schools, but some international schools
have been accredited as miscellaneous schools (a category defined by the School Education law) by
prefectural governors.

The international schools that have been established as miscellaneous schools are not recognized
as schools defined by Article 1 of the School Education Act (i.e. Article 1 schools). Therefore, even
for school age children with Japanese nationality who graduate from such international schools at
the lower secondary level, attendance at such schools is not recognized as fulfillment of compulsory
school attendance and they are not eligible for entry into Japanese upper secondary schools.

In South Korea, since 1999, there has been a series of amendments to related laws, actively pro-
moting domestic international schools in the education system, and moving towards granting them a
status equivalent to mainstream schools (equivalent to Article 1 schools in Japan).

The current international school system includes the following main points:

- International schools are encouraged to obtain permission to set up miscellaneous schools under

the Elementary and Secondary Education Law of Korea.

+ Pupils of Korean nationality who have lived abroad for more than three years should be granted
admission to international schools. Attendance at international schools at the compulsory edu-
cation stage should be treated as fulfillment of compulsory school attendance.

- Those international schools where teachers with a Korean teaching qualification teach the Ko-
rean language and social studies for a prescribed amount of time should be granted recognition
of academic qualifications equivalent to such levels as elementary and lower secondary, upon
application by the school.

It can be said that such a system design considers the balance between the two roles that school
education has: the role of safeguarding rights, and the role of national and social integration. How-
ever, it is interesting that when viewing the actual process of policy formation, a kind of twist, which
cannot be captured in a simple overview, arose, where the government prioritizes national integra-
tion while citizen’s action groups emphasize education rights for minorities.

The trends in the Korean system relating to foreign residents have rich implications for policy in
reviewing the legal framework for international schools in Japan in future.
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