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Positioning of the Residents in the Community after School Consolidation
: Issues and Discussions

RSN
NISHIMURA Yoshihiro

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the effects of school consolidation based on a case study. What is nor-
mally pointed out as effects of school consolidation are aspects such as conflicting opinions between
PTA and residents. This approach, however, does not consider the feelings of local residents, and
results do not necessarily reflect their actual situation. It is important to analyze the changes in the
residents’ feelings throughout a certain period of time after school consolidation.

This paper analyzes a case of the residents of “City B” in Iwate prefecture in Northern Japan.
“City B” is a region with a falling schoolchild population, which has been considered seriously.
Given this, school consolidation was conducted during the period between 2003 and 2013.

I interviewed residents several times and conducted the PAC (Personal Attitude Construct) analy-
sis.

This paper is organized as follows. First, | describe some changes happened to the mindset of the
residents during the year of 2013, after the merger. Then, | consider how to establish a cooperative
relationship with the residents, revealing a change in their attitudes. Finally, based on these results, |
consider the possibility of cooperation between schools and residents from the viewpoint of the res-
idents’ feelings toward school and community.
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