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Participant Group Characteristics Identified through Attribute Analysis: Exploring
Background Factors for Non-participation in a Computer-Based Assessment
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Abstract

Japan is a country that had a low participation percentage in a computer-based assessment con-
ducted by PIAAC. This article identifies Japanese participants’ characteristics by analyzing each re-
spondent group in terms of the following four attributes: gender, age, course of study followed, and
motivation for using ICT.

The results can be summarized as follows:

In general, participants who were positive towards the use of ICT showed higher adult competen-
cies in the PIAAC. As for computer experience, almost all the participants who were in their early
30s or under had experience using computers. Since this result is consistent with international trends,
it can be suggested that Japanese school education has been successful in this domain. Nevertheless,
there are also problems that need to be pointed out, such as insufficient positive attitudes towards
ICT among women and a digital divide among elderly people in their 60s or over. In addition, the
data show that Japanese participants use ICT in their work with a high level of frequency, which re-
sembles the data obtained among Korean participants. But it is interesting to note that this result is in
stark contrast to findings in European and American countries.
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