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Immersion Education in the USA

A study on the prospect of bilingual education
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Abstract

This paper presents an overview of immersion education in the USA and a Japanese immersion
program. In addition, it discusses potential benefits of immersion education toward creating a
multicultural society in Japan.

Immersion language education involves bilingual education, in which subjects such as Math are
taught in the target language. The goals of immersion programs include functional proficiency
in the target language, mastery of subject material, cross-cultural understanding, and
grade-level competence in English language arts (Curtain & Pesola, 1994).

While the most common target language is Spanish, several Japanese immersion programs are
being conducted across the USA. Japanese teachers in one of the programs where the interview
was taking place found that their students are more likely to acquire both Japanese and
English language skills while increasing cross-cultural understanding. These students are also
more interested in Japanese culture. Some students even develop more self-esteem. On the
other hand, teachers have difficulty maintaining the program because of the lack of study
materials appropriate for immersion students, among other reasons.

Japanese is a minority language in the USA. There is significance to having a minority
language in a public school as the target language of an immersion program: to cultivate
tolerance toward people from different backgrounds. Furthermore, it will help to gain minority
language recognition among majority language speakers.

This paper suggests that two-way immersion programs would be suitable for Japanese society,
where the number of children from minority language groups who either lack or have only
limited proficiency in Japanese has increased. The two-way program is for both minority
language speakers and majority language speakers. It aims for bilingualism in both language
groups, academic success and development of positive relations among students from different
backgrounds. Although it is challenging to plan and execute an immersion program, it will

become a means to emphasize diversity in Japan.

t WO

189



1. EUSHIC
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A~—V a VEEIL, 1965 FIZH T HTHE > TP EHEBICB T 2NERBHEIE T, BREL B
EEREOM G EMIEZE D EWVOIMERNA Y T AL ST, TOHEFEKIT, BESE (1
v=Var Iy r=y) FEOERL LTEMETSI LT, MR FHORELYTHZ L
S EEDOE _SHEENZHICOITEIRLI ETE2HDTH S (Genesee 1987; Johnson & Swain 1996)
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FEDOEG 2 R E ORME & RV E LA EREOE RN FRIRICE Z 5 2 & ZRRIThbL D

(5. 1998), BARMIICIZ HIESFE CRESIA L & OB O EZITO N LA AMNEREERE 2 F
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B1ORME LT, BESHETHNPEE2ZSZENRTOND, /A ~—V 3 VHBIISEES
BEFEONRE ST EESHELAE > TERFE 21T, BRI EOER EANEBEROST-S%
HDETHLOTHDZ EIXT TR, TR EESHTHRFEORE, T —Me®sC
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BT, 707 T ARFETLIEMNDOH ) 2T MR- bD e D, FREDOSHEX
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BHIANAY TV AL, DEDFLEBORES BESHEOR G2 MiEH L0 L LTHET S, —
DT AV AASEFR T, BIZIEAARANOFESRARGEO NS D LD 2 LT TS ERE
PR DT EBICE S THETII R, FEDXWVNITE 0D RIEEAET 5, JFELINOFFEX
MEH 2 DL ITRR2ENR, BAEA~—V a7 u /7 AT, EREHETEFEOTFED
IZESTHAARBEEFIEEDO—2ThHD, Lo TEESEOREILIT TR, BARGED BEEMIC
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A~—Var7rer7 7L, BE, NP, BESEE OBMKEHIC k- T, SEIE T m
TITANREESND, 7al T AOFEKEIT One—way (Foreign Language) Immersion Program & M
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R B REEDORZE BT 9, Partial Immersion THD, TAUNIZHDHAARGEASA~v—Ta 7w s
Z ILX. One-way @ Early Partial Immersion OJEREZ & - T 5,
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ERFHIT 50% T O HIESRE L EMEFE TP TW S (T 1998; Genesee 1987),
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T AU BEHTEE, ERTHERENN B D LR A BT R— T RICRBA DN RN D Z E RS, R
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BN D DITFLE NS HETHNEBE LTSN Z2IERT D, BEIOTFEZ -2 0EITASL
NATITENCTE B, 2EVA VTV T A ICELI D5, TOME, A —vT 1 &
A DOFRRNAEFET D57 EDDOANFELRIIRE > TWofo, IEROEIN B BEEOR ITHUE =
D, BIELEEREOIIEAERT 7V ART AV NEW I FERITIGIET 5,

1960 RO ARMEEE O, 7 AU T, M, HHFBEELZEZOZNZENDO LV T, <A
JUT A DA% DEEREDOVEE2D X LI A TE I (Farley 1995 ; K% 2002), A > F—
T A DFERDONFELRORY 2R IETHEDICEZONTZONY T Xy NAZ—LTHY | Bk
BROAMEOA Y X 2T e LT AEHEEZHIMTLZENTEDLAv—Var T s 7 A0 ERA
e,
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MR —NERETDHZ DD D,
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3OHIE, TAU DA THEMT 2HGEANEE LW T ELOEEOVEZ BT 2 BT
Fol=WEMEA ~—T a7 a /T A (Two-way immersion) TH D, MEHMHEA ~—T 37 m
77 LML, WEERGEEE L B SENEAEET O ELRB L E 0% T OEHE L, AVOSFHEE A~
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TIEANA VB RGFEL T F b b axRIT ESL (S8 L L COIREHAT) LAAS ViE
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IRWERE] L&D, BHARGE, INHFE, WEFE, ~TTARE. TIETEHE, RV T EREIESE
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(1) BARFAIY—yar7/OIsLh

AAGEA ~—Var7n s T Ak, ARORGE N OMEZEFIZ 1988 £ A4 L T M THID TR
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7=, MFHBEOEMICE>TT IAIMT v hL Y, ALY vFEr Frlka LR
K%%V—V5/7D77A#m SN TV o7z, BUEIL, FEED TE D% T 11 DA/ INFRE
THABREM AR —vx A ~w—Var7ual I AREERINTND (R52M), Hkix T80 7%
BaOIT) 7rr AT, BRI~ Ry MR —AOT R T T LELTAZ— LTINS,
ITnb—FHmEA ~—T a7 v 5 A (One-way Program) TH B,

FRIZE-T, 7077 AREOHIR, EFET LI L, FES R, ARETHZ DHF
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ESGIIE~ 4 (fl AT*2 44) 13 8
IREEL 73 282 177
77 A 4 13 8

AT T VAL DT 4 —F % —
2003 4R Bl TR (ARERY) L0 EHDHER
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AFEESFEAEDEFEN 7 T AT D, U T ATHD, WEEIL 2003 43 HOFERT 134
Th5,
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BRI > TS, AARGETHZ2ERNT, B, V7 7y — (FirFs, HiE) #E., #a7T
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A~—VarHEOHMITASHDHZ Lk, 1. F25HEkEN (BESHE 0¥E 2.
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DEENPDONL R THORIKOEWRN DN D] 72 EEFERE I ORFEIZ OV TS & VRG2S 7 S
7o BRFE., BEEOFZEIZONWTH, FERIITONOEET X MERE O T 1 7T KTl
)T EL EHLIEGE LTV E WD, 61T, FELTELIXAST LR a7 T A
ICWAHZEHFARLTREY, BARENTEZ ZENHBBEOERICL DR B > TN EOREHKD
RENTZ, A~—VarTul I AIBNTEHILICL-> T, BREORE, FHORETHEEICIX
BT, Lo LAMMERE L BRIULZAELRAPBERINTND Z &R IND,

B A1¥—YarvEEOEHEICELSMEE

A=V a VEBEREZIT O MOBEERK LR 2MEL S5, HESRARGES v—
97T ADRAEFE LI E 2 A, HENTEBITY-0 ) Y — 2D RERTHEDO R R 2 KX
BEEEEAZTWD Z L Rbhol, A ~—T a7 nr T A0FEENET, HillioFENEICHE
T 5O THBFIZFEFE TELPNL WD, TONEEL BARFETHA D ITITEFFEOTEH O HARGEIC
o ARFBOBRENLETH D, LLEDL D eI Hhillc—{Lsnbd, 1 ~—Va v
BN D72 OFMIHEIL, EFEFR 2 —2AREB A CTRESNDZT ThHhD, TDdA~v—T =
VEETE LTom ki, HEEAOENICENSNDL EVIAIER DD, £, HEEELEOKE
75 PG A AN TE D L0 RVOT, FELORAEORKER, H VX2 T AR
E. a5 NEEIZOWTOEEKRHRT B 2P R— B EIC W EORMEL H 5,
HM ORISR LR G A ~—V a VEBEREBEOBEKN R FIEICONWT, A v—YarTa s
FLADEKBEOH Y FIZHONWTRE, FENRL N LR 5D,
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x5 FAVAWDNERIEBIIBEFFAY—Y3 70754 (2005 FIRTE)

N ERVES

T T AT Sandlake Elementary School

AV A4 Dooley Elementary School

AV A (FASL) Intercultural Montessori School
FLrar Yujin Gakuen

bl = S Richmond Elementary School

TV T7HN=7 El Marino Language School
J—Ahwva A Smith Academy of International Languages
Tr—=T Floris Elementary School

Ty —T=7 Foxmill Elementary School
Tr—T=7 Great Fall Elementary School
LAV NV John Stanford International School

(F B 1998, [FEBSAZ RIS LA DGR %2 52 |25 H 4 INE)
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zéwﬁﬁéﬁiti%”%A@m&w%% VFEEELLTRESIEICEDL O RERERD D
o FTo, TNEANFRTITI) ZEIWZIEED LS RFIENDH D DD,

OEDE, el I LML FEBELLPRAESELZNGEL L TVDOIAL, aI2=T 11
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BN T T v AGEREH IR L CTIHFBEMIC o2 L CTWD (e 1998), 72, 7 b7-BITH
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