[fAZZ/ — K] [ HE R RTTE 45 135 4

PMELRA H AL DR
TV TIWRED ¥ 3 OFH
Future Prospects of Foreign Branch Campuses in Japan

Temple University Japan

B HE
TORII Yasuteru

Abstract

TUJ (Temple University Japan) , founded in 1982, is the oldest and largest of the American
branch campuses in Japan. . The main campus is located in Philadelphia in the U.S. In addition
to the undergraduate program, TUdJ offers graduate programs in law, business, and education,
an English-language preparation program, continuing education courses; and corporate
education classes. TUJ follows the same curriculum as the main campus, and students earn the
same degrees and diplomas at TUJ as students at the main campus

TUdJ has worked hard for many years to acquire the same or equivalent status as that enjoyed
by so-called gakko hojin (academic juridicial persons) in Japan . Since it is not recognized as
a gakko hojin, TUJ faces a number of problems: Foreign student visas can be issued for Temple
students for one year, but not for non-Temple students. TUJ students are not eligible to receive
student discounts on train passes. Although credits earned at TUJ are identical to credits
earned at the Temple main campus, the Japanese government still differentiates between the
two. Donations are taxable income, and donors cannot receive tax credits for their donation.
TUJ students cannot receive scholarships provided by local governments. Although recognized
university students aged 20 years or older are not required to pay into the national pension
plan, TUJ students are.

TUJ has filed an application in the special zones for structural reform. The first two rounds of
the request were about the deregulation of the standards for establishment of universities, but
these were turned down by the government. At the third request, TUJ focused on more specific
issues. The following ministries: have agreed to adopt measures if the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology provides a new category: Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare, Ministry of Land Infrastructure and Transport, Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications. In February 2005, the Japanese government designated TUJ as the first
Foreign Branch Campus. This solves some problems: foreign student visas, student discounts
on train passes, credit transfer, admission to graduate school, a grace period for payments into
the national pension plan, and to some extent, scholarships. Nevertheless, taxation issues

still remain.
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