[fAZZ/ — K] [ HE R RTTE 45 135 4

TRAYAGREDRFEE BT AL E A Y X 27 LBOHE
— —EHE 70 77 LOFEEMLOBIA 2 b I —
Interdisciplinarity and Curriculum Reform of Higher Education in the United States:

Focus on Interdisciplinary Approach to General Education Programs

VTR
MATSUO Tomoaki

Abstract

The development of science and technology has led to accelerated specialization and
fragmentation of knowledge. Therefore, comprehensive and integrated knowledge becomes all
the more important in grasping the overall idea. Complicated and sensitive issues such as life
ethics and environmental problems also require more interdisciplinary knowledge from
multiple perspectives to deal with the issues. The increasing needs for integrated and
comprehensive knowledge have led to interdisciplinary curriculum reforms in higher education
in the United States since the 1980s.

The purpose of this study is to explore why and how interdisciplinary general education reforms
have been designed and implemented to meet the needs of students in the United States and to
find its implications for Japanese higher education.

First, the historical evolution of the interdisciplinary approach to general education is reviewed.
Secondly, the background of interdisciplinary curriculum reforms is examined. Thirdly,
curriculum, educational methods, and evaluation in interdisciplinary approaches are discussed.

Lastly, the implications for Japanese higher education are presented.
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