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Abstract

This research article discusses the recent development of the International Baccalaureate in
China, and tries to explain the reason of its rapid increase. Chinese government explored a global-
ization of its national education since the end of the 1970s. The number of students studying over-
seas rose from 860 in 1978 to 339,700 in 2011. Since 1986, educational organizations of China
and of foreign countries co-founded educational faculties or courses, in order to develop human
resources, offering students with certifications varying from PG diplomas to master’s degrees.
Now such faculties or courses have expanded throughout the country, in 2012 Shanghai alone had
220 organizations of this kind. On the other hand, the number of international schools for the for-
eign children, and international divisions of local schools which incorporated with educational
curriculums of foreign countries has evidently increased.

Under such background of globalization, the International School of Beijing in 1991, and the
international division of Beijing No.55th high school in 1995 respectively saw the introduction of
the IB. By February 2012, 69 schools in China had incorporated with the IB courses. Among these
as many as 12 schools are of publicly funded. Those public schools are designated as the ‘im-
portant high-schools’ and have students of high academic level. It is clear that educational policies
launched by the Chinese government will promote the introduction of the IB into public schools.
This research suggests investigations should be done into the process of introducing the IB at local

levels.
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