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Abstract

ISustainable developmentl in terms of the economy, environment and society is the most criti-
cal issue in today's China. Following international trends, China has already adopted policies
and created strategies on ISustainable Developmentl and IEducation for Sustainable Develop-
ment (ESD).1 This research note examines ESD in China, focusing on the educational activities
at IBeijing Education for Sustainable Development Field (ESD Field)l which was established
in the eco-village known as IBeijing Xiedao Holiday Village (Xiedao).l

Xiedao has achieved a harmonious development of the environment and the economy by means
of a cyclical economy with the two pillars of ecological agriculture and tourism in the suburbs
of Beijing. ESD Field organizes various educational activities, including learning by experience
and observation, so that students can learn organic farming, resources and energy recycling
systems, not to mention Chinese tradition and culture, etc.. Xiedao is also described as a model
for urban agriculture and a cyclical economy in the ESD textbooks developed for elementary
and junior high school students in Beijing.

Although ESD Field sponsors various educational activities, further considerations based on
the IDESD International Implementation Scheme (11S)I have raised several issues concerning
those efforts. It facilitates a learning model in which students learn Bachievementll of cyclical
economy under the fixed relationship of Iteacher-learner.l Nevertheless, it prevents students
from fostering one of the main ESD characteristics, Icritical thinking and problem solving
skills,I and creating Bvalues,l which is a central aspect of ESD.

ESD should have sufficient momentum to recognize and assess existing values, and create al-
ternative values, since ESD itself is a value. This is one of the criteria for assessing ESD prac-
tices. It is thus a matter of major concern to me to deepen understanding of theories and
practices for ESD in China in terms of Bvalues,l and define China's Idevelopment philosophyl

and ESD in that country.
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