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Abstract

European countries have prioritized education for immigrant Muslims to promote their inte-
gration in society. Strong reactions towards nationalism within and against the immigrants
have been on the increase, especially after 9/11, and the role of education has become more im-
portant than ever. Islamic dogma dictates the Muslim's daily life in addition to religious du-
ties, so that Muslims experience conflict between the dogma and educational environments.
Although Muslim groups have diversified in non-Islamic countries, they are similar in their
unwillingness to assimilate in the host society.

This article first summarizes the general concepts of Islam and its view of education. The feel-
ings of Muslims are included in the first section, such as common educational goals, identity,
and diversity among Muslims. It also explains issues in Japan both for school side and for
Muslim students and their families. The unique characteristics of Muslims and their educa-
tional and Ireligiousl needs are reviewed. Individual efforts are also mentioned while communi-
cation problems are described. The author finally refers to recent cases of Islamophobia, a
dynamic phenomenon characterized by mistrust of Islam and Muslims in various Western
countries, and indicates the possibility of similar reactions in Japan.

Understanding of Islam and Muslims is still insufficient in Japanese schools because of limited
accurate information about Islam and limited opportunities for direct interaction with Mus-
lims in Japan. Nowadays, however, the number of Muslim students in Japan is growing, and

the need for learning for living together has taken on increasing importance in modern society.
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