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WATANABE Keiko

Abstract

This paper clarifies the roles and functions played by state-run virtual schools in the primary
and secondary school education system in the U.S.

While considering the roles and functions of virtual schools that have been investigated in the
preceding research, the writer focuses on two roles - the alternative function and the comple-
mentary function - in comparison with the conventional school system. The alternative func-
tion offers an additional choice of learning to those who do not choose conventional schools.
The complementary function provides high quality education services for students who have no
access to such services in their own schools.

In addition to the above, the writer focuses on classification by area coverage - wide area type
and the limited area type - found in preceding research, one of which argues in favor of the
roles and functions of the wide area type, while the other argues in favor of the roles and func-
tions of the limited area type.

The writer analyzed the following information collected from homepages of state-run virtual
schools: the level of courses; whether it has AP courses or not; whether it awards a diploma or
not; whether it grants credits or not; whether it accepts students outside the state or not;
tuitions; assumed reasons for attendance.

The above analysis concludes that: (i) The majority of virtual schools are of limited area type
with complementary function; and (ii) State-run virtual schools aim more at a complementary
function than an alternative function.
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