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Distinction between "Norijun" and "Motojun" in Educational Jargon(]
Considerations Regarding Translation as "Criterion" and "Standard"

oo oo-®
MINAMI Hideyo

Abstract

In the context of the recent great concern about student assessment, the distinction between
two key words, "norijun" and "motojun,” has been a controversial issue in the Japanese educa-
tion world. The present essay comments on the use of those Japanese terms, and it also consid-
ers the definitions assigned to them by Japanese researchers in various articles and the
distinctions between the English words "“criterion” and "standard."”

Although both of these different ideographic compounds are read as "kijun" in ordinary Japa-
nese, they are deliberately read in different ways in educational jargon. Each also has an alter-
native reading, respectively "norijun” and "motojun.” The character compound also read as
"motojun” is in more general use, while the other is used mainly as a technical term.

In spite of the fact that most Japanese experts on evaluation of educational achievement regard
"norijun” as the Japanese counterpart of "criterion” in English and "motojun” as the counterpart
of "standard,” they have not yet reached agreement on their respective functions. As a result,
academic papers usually begin with a paragraph describing the expert's individual interpreta-
tion of these ideographic compounds.

Likewise, native speakers of English do not necessarily concur on the comparison of the two
English words. On the one hand, Sadler, an Australian specialist, considers in his paper how
“criterion” should be distinguished from "standard,"” and refers to a few cases of confusion in
meaning in English publications. On the other hand, Hambleton, a contributor to The Interna-
tional Encyclopedia of Education, disagrees that there is such a misunderstanding.

The writer therefore suggests that the use of the two different compounds "norijun" and
"motojun” by a translator intending to draw a distinction between "criterion” and "standard"
should be avoided, as the difference between the two Japanese words is small and very subtle,
does not accurately express the difference between the two English words, and could lead to
misunderstanding in certain situations. Rather, as there is no exact translation, the English
words themselves, written in phonetical katakana, should be used.
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(Colins COBUILD English Dictionary)

criterion/criteria A criterion is a factor on which you judge or decide something. (0O
0000000000 0000000000DOD0OO0O00000O0DODDOODO0O0O0O
000

standard/standards
0 A standard is a level of quality or achievement, especially a level that is thought
to be acceptable. (OO ODOOO0DODOD0O0OO0OO00OOOOOOODOOODOOOOO
0000000000D0O0O0OD)
0 A standard is something that you use in order to judge the quality of some-
thingelse. (00O 00O0OO0O0O0OO0O0ODOO0DDOOODOOODOOODOOOOODOO
000

0 Standards are moral principles which affect people's attitudes and behaviour.
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