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The Transition from Standards to Guidelines with Seven Learning Areas
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the make-up and outline of the transition from the sys-
tem of curriculum standards to one of guidelines with seven learning areas and the main points
of the nine-year integrated curriculum in Taiwan.

In order to examine these issues, this study was conducted through documentary analysis and
in-depth interview analysis. In-depth interview analysis was based on a total of four interviews
with one committee member of the National Curriculum Revision Council, one assistant chair
of the National Curriculum Guideline Council for the health and physical education learning
area, the president of the National Tai-Zhong University of Education, and one assistant pro-
fessor of the National Jia-Yi University Center for Teachers Training.

The results of this study found emphasis on the following: (1) Tie-in with the values of a plu-
ralist, democratic, and free society. (2) Clear definition of the learning areas for nine-year
compulsory education. Traditionally, there were 11 subjects in elementary schools (grades 1-6)
and 21 subjects in junior high schools (grades 7-9). At present, there are seven large learning
areas for all students from grades 1-9. These include language, health and physical education,
society, arts, mathematics, science and technology, and combined activities. (3) Reduction of
teaching time. Under the new policy, basic course sessions take up 8000 of teaching time, and
teachers are allowed to use the other 2000 flexibly. Taiwan's Ministry of Education also encour-
ages schools to establish committees to examine and review the designed program and to evalu-
ate the implementation of the curriculums developed.

This study mainly investigated and discussed the transition from the curriculum standards to
the curriculum guidelines with seven learning areas and the main points of the Nine-Year In-
tegrated Curriculum. This curriculum reform in Taiwan may result in new matters and new

thinking, as well as new challenges, for school administrators.
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