[:4 2] ENHEBCRIFAATILE 142 PHSHE 3 A

22D R RIS 2R AE BORBX OB B BURDZ
—Hu 7 E AR AU T 7250 BT —

Do schools’ education and teacher policies affect the long-term absenteeism rate
of their junior high school students?
—Analysis of a questionnaire survey of education boards—
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Abstract

This paper aims to determine the relationship among the long-term absenteeism rate of junior
high school students and educational and teacher policies, focusing on the long-term absenteeism
rate as a reference index of school life adjustment. Cross-section and panel analyses of the results
of a questionnaire survey administered to education boards in November 2011 by the National In-
stitute for Educational Policy Research show the following three findings.

First, establishing special support classes and allocating more teachers are significantly corre-
lated with the long-term absenteeism rate. This implies that education boards of municipalities
manage to deal with students’ long-term absenteeism. School-provided lunches and supervisors
have no significant correlation with the long-term absenteeism rate.

Second, the higher the ratio of the number of elementary schools to junior high schools in a
municipality, the higher the long-term absenteeism rate. In municipalities that have higher ratio,
junior high school districts are merged more intensively. It is thought that students in such munic-
ipalities tend to undergo greater changes in their school environments such as their classmates
when they transfer to junior high school from elementary school. The ratio changes if schools or
school districts are merged. A merger of schools or school districts might affect the students’
school life adjustment. It could cause students’ long-term absenteeism in some way.

Third, municipalities’ unique factors, which are their “social and cultural contexts,” have a
significant effect. This implies that a uniform educational policy dealing with the long-term ab-
senteeism rate throughout the country has limitations. It is true that the first and second findings
are important. However, it is necessary to value the extent to which a uniform educational policy
throughout the country can deal with the long-term absenteeism rate.

The relationship among class size, school size, school location, and school life adjustment re-
mains to be solved.
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