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Teacher Professional Development in the Age of Knowledge Economy
[0 Relocating Lesson Study in School-Based Network for Curriculum and Assessmentl]
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ARIMOTO Masahiro

Abstract

The current state of schools in Japan, and the future development of the schooling system in
Japan, might be considered to be only relatively stable, in comparison with foreign countries,
while receiving strong direction from a central authority. However, does the above situation
really exist as described? Both schools in Japan and education policy makers face problems as-
sociated with the declining birthrate. The author will examine related foreign publications in
this area and examine the paradoxical profession of the teachers in the knowledge economy
and future society. The author considers aspects of originality in schooling in Japan and con-
trasts this with those in foreign countries over time. In other words, rather than a top-down
approach, we should consider developing a school-based network approach which is supported
by a research body evaluating processes and results. Among other things, tools, support and
training on areas such as teacher assessment should be proved to develop assessment literacy
of teachers. This study aims to contribute to the formulation of Japanese education policy
making by exploring different scenarios, drawing on feedback from foreign countries experi-
ences, and allowing the NIER to make clearer policy recommendations and to be able to provide

continuous data and analysis as expected.
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