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Abstract

Compared to United States, there has been little research on urban education policy and poli-
tics in Japan in the post World War 11 era. It is important to consider how much money is
spent on Japanese public school systems, especially in urban cities, because these are confront-
ing difficult fiscal conditions and requirements for accountability of local governments and
boards of education. The main focus of urban education policy studies that should be planned
and implemented in Japan would be municipalities as government-designated cities (seirei-shit
ei-toshi), core cities (chukaku-shi), and special case cities (tokurei-shi).

Some models and frameworks proposed by American researchers, such as the urban regime
theory and urban city competition model have numerous implications for Japanese urban edu-
cation policy research. In particular, the case study approach taken by urban regime scholars
led by Clarence Stone is very useful in Japan, as it is possible to analyze the context of the
urban city, which shows the reason why a certain education policy is adopted.

Japanese urban education policy studies would have several components, including: (1) Atten-
tion to policy termination and transformation, (2) reconsideration of the political neutrality
of education in local-level politics, (3) attention to the urban education governance structure
as an explanatory variable, and (4) analysis of how an urban city government is free from the
upper-level government when it makes its own education policy, based on categorization of

education policies into some types and policy packaging.
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