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Abstract

In China, ESD is becoming increasingly popular against the backdrop of one of the nation's
most serious problems, the crisis of sustainability. However, terms which are unfamiliar in the
international context of ESD, such as "modernization,” "international competition,” and
"market economies,” are commonly found in ESD practice in China. For successful promotion
of China's ESD through international cooperation, it is important to understand the develop-
ment philosophy of the values, theories, and practices behind ESD in China. Therefore, this ar-
ticle analyzes the development philosophy of China's ESD.

The development philosophies of two representative practices of ESD in China, namely, ESD in-
troduced into the national curriculum and ESD introduced by UNESCO, reflect the philosophy
of China's national development strategy, in which it is believed that economic development
and nature conservation can be made compatible by improving the political and economic sys-
tems and through technological innovation. This can be understood as a theory of improve-
ment within a traditional system. Under this theory, training of experts in scientific
technology is the main aim of ESD, and practices emphasize operational learning in order to
acquire the necessary technological knowledge and ability.

However, education is a dynamic system which sometimes overturns existing theories. The
creation of a set of principles, based on which people and society should think and act, is at the
core of ESD. Therefore, it should be considered whether these practices provide learning con-
tents to allow students to reconsider development philosophy, and lead them to create their
own sets of values.

The development philosophy of China's ESD is now clear, but another issue has arisen. In
China, NGOs, particularly those concerned with the environment, have increased in recent
years. It should be expected that ESD practices and the values those practices are based on will
be diversified by the level of commitment of those groups to the original philosophy behind
ESD.
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