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Abstract

The majority of French libraries are national and public libraries. Such libraries and their li-

brarians, who are government employees, come under the strict legal purview of the centralized

governance structure. Since public libraries in France were not as well developed as Anglo-

American and German libraries, the former were finally upgraded to modern public libraries

in the early twentieth century through the initiative of the government.

Therefore, the aim of this paper is to discuss firstly such characteristics of French public li-

braries with regard to their history, structure, and ideology. This is accomplished by focusing

on (1) the historical heritage, (2) academic dimensions, and (3) lack of modernity in develop-

ing the system of public libraries in France. Chronologically, these characteristics can be illus-

trated by three distinctive events: the conservation of forfeited books and literature after the

French Revolution in 1789, the movement toward establishing libraries in the private sector in

the nineteenth century, and the Anglo-American model of public libraries in the twentieth cen-

tury.

Further, this paper describes the process of control and establishment of library administra-

tion by the government after World War 1I, based on data and legal documents. These trends

are indicative of the following:

1. The foundation of the "Direction des bibliothlques et de la lecture publique" in the Ministry
of Education (Ministlire de I' Bducation Nationale)

2. The master plan guiding the establishment of public libraries throughout the country

3. Dual library administration by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Culture
(Ministlre de la Culture) following 1975

4. De-concentration of library administration through the process of decentralization follow-
ing 1983

This paper aims to provide a perspective on the problems presently faced by French library ad-

ministration by tracing and outlining its transition historically.

* 00Oooooooboooooo
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