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Abstract

This paper is to explain the OECD’s ideology on and strategy of ECEC, based on “Starting
Strong 11 :Early Childhood Education and Care”(2006).

OECD is aiming to achieve lifelong learning by strengthening the support for children’s early
development and learning. OECD uses the term of ECEC, considering that “Care” and
“Education” are indispensable and should be integrated in policymaking and providing services.
“Starting Strong I1”, based on the comparative study of 20 developed countries, proposes the
following policies: (1)provision of the comprehensive and consistent service to all children from 0 to
before—primary school; (2) rearrangement of economic, labor, education and welfare policies,
placing children’s well-being, early development and learning at the core of ECEC work;
(3)respecting the child’s agency and natural learning strategy; (4)the government’s responsibility
for funding source for quality service and its efficient allocation; (5)promotion of the involvement of
all stakeholders (government, local governments, parents, children, staff) and building the
framework for effective governance; (6) measures for the handicapped, minorities and for poverty;
(7) assessment for quality services; (8) improvement of staff conditions and development of
specialists.

The main characteristic of OECD’s ECEC is to realize lifelong learning, proposed by Jacques
Delor’ s report, ”Learning; The Treasure Within”(1996), and Lo implement coherent policies based
on the protection of children’s rights and the principle of democracy. What OECD tries to achieve
is to build society, which accommodates variety and symbiosis.

The conclusion of this paper is that we need to examine what lessons we get from “Starting Strong
II "and to pay more attention to policy framework when we discuss the improvement of the quality

of early childhood care and education.
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