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Abstract

In this article, the author investigates the role of Eileen Donovan, an advisor of the Civil

Information and Education (CI&E) of General Head Quarters (GHQ), from October 1945 to June

1948. In the Education Division of CI&E, Donovan played a significant role in the postwar reforms

as an occupation officer in charge of women’ s education. Eileen Donovan contacted Japanese

women leaders and teamed together in a plan to reform Japanese women’s education including

opening the doors of Universities to women, establishing women’s colleges, and introducing

co—education. During her stay in Japan, Eileen Donovan made a great contribution to developing

Japanese women’s education. However, what her specific role had been in these reforms, as well

and her views on women’ s education, have not been researched in any depth. In this paper, the

author concentrates attention on this important individual, and focuses primary attention on the

following three points:

(1) How did Eileen Donovan participate in women’ s education policy during the early occupation of
Japan?

(2) What fundamental continuities can be detected in Eileen Donovan’s educational philosophy
from the prewar days?

(3) How did Eileen Donovan develop and put into practice her ideas on women’ s higher education
reform during the occupation period?

By throwing light on these previously unexplored questions we will gain significant understanding

into the life work and contribution of a prominent educational leader whose groundbreaking work

contributed profoundly to the advancement of Japanese women.
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