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ESD Practice at The National Shinshutakato Youth Outdoor Learning Center
—Hands-on Experience Using A Geopark —

A #B—", EH E—, SFb R, 7S BT
Yuichi YAMAMOTO, Ken’ichi SAKAI, Takuya TERANAKA and Masakazu GOTO

2E

In August 2012 at the Shinshutakato Youth Outdoor Learning Center, a social education program
was developed and put into operation. The program — Let’s Think Living Our Lives in Harmony
with the Earth at Southern Alps Geopark Camp — is aimed for pupils at 4th to 6th years of elemen-
tary school, and was planned as a 4-day 5-night event at the Southern Alps Geopark. The program
uses the ESD framework devised by the National Institute for Educational Policy Research in 2012.
Questionnaire surveys were carried out before the event, directly after, and one month after, and an-
alyzed using t-tests. Results showed significant differences on the three points in the ESD frame-
work, namely critical thinking ability, the ability to predict future image for making plan, and the
ability to think in multifaceted and comprehensive ways.
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