2 X ENHEECRIIZEATE 5 151%  #M44F3H

TA4R M TR E/PEES ) F 2T ARHIEDTES,
Collaborative curriculum development

by elementary and junior high schools in the Winnetka Plan

HEOWT
MIYANO Hisashi

Abstract

The progressive education movement promoted aradical curriculum reform of the entire United
States school system. The Winnetka Plan (1919-1946) is well known as a leading example of the
public-school reform at that time. This paper examines the actual situation of coherent curriculum
development at Winnetka public elementary and junior high schools.

Progressive educators rebuilt the school curriculum in line with child development from pre-
school to higher education instead of the conventional ones built under the academic discipline
from higher education to pre-school education. Regarding elementary and secondary education,
a coherent curriculum was developed based on the experimentalism philosophy of the 1930s.
Previous studies have shown that such reform was achieved by creating a coherent educational
program based on the same shared experimentalism policy between elementary and secondary
schools. However, ssmply creating an educational program does not necessarily match the actual
situation. Although a program is helpful in understanding a framework, it does not show the
dynamics of practices generated mainly by teachers and children. Little is known about how
school staff, particularly teachers, struggle with practical problems. Thus, we need to focus on
informal endeavors by school staff rather than a formal framework.

This study investigates the collaborative practices of the Winnetka public elementary and
junior high school staff. They built coherent educational programs based on an experimentalism
philosophy in the mid-1920s. However, the staff at both schools noticed a dissonance between the
program and the actual growth of the children. The issue of this dissonance led to collaboration
between the elementary and junior high school staff. They undertook each other’'s problems as
their own problems across the grades and even educational stages. In other words, they uncovered
their own latent problems in problems that surfaced in the other grades or school stages. It shows
that the coherent curriculum development in the Winnetka Plan was grounded in the staff's sense
of ownership over the whole curriculum.
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24  Carleton Washburne, A Living Philosophy of Education, New York: The John Day Company, 1940, pp. 189-190.
25 A. M. Smits-Jenart, Le Systéme Pédagogique de Winnetka, Bruxelles: Maurice Lamertin Publisher, 1934, pp. 114-115.
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26 Frederick Reed, “Gateways to Science,” Progressive Education, vol. 8, no. 6, 1931, p. 443.
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27 Bertha Gehrke, “Homemaking in the Junior High School, Winnetka, Illinois,” Journal of Home Economics, vol. 24, no. 6,
1932, pp. 515-518.

28 La Reina Bubbett, “Excerpts from a Personal Experience with a Self-Expressive Writing Group,” Reprint from Modern
Education, February 1931, p. 2.

29 Gehrke, op. cit., p. 515.
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30 Bubbett, op. cit., p. 2.

31 Agnes Lilley, Laura Dawson, Anne Henry, A. Berglund and S. R. Logan, Co-Operative Social Control in Skokie: Report of
the Sub-Committee on Economic-Poalitical-Social Aspects of Guidance, p. 1. {1358 & LTV 225, 1931 4FE D RN
BHMESNTEY, 1933 FEHICAIH S NS 2 LIZh 2 RNHBOEEI L I N TWDE 2 LA b, 1931 ~ 1933
FHOKFERELT L ERON D,

32 S.R.Logan, “The New School and the Child's Time,” Reprint from Religious Education, February 1932, p. 1.
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