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Policy on Extending Compulsory Education in Canada:
Current Situation and Political Background

A mEe
HASHIMOTO Akihiko

Abstract

This paper focuses on New Brunswick, Ontario and Manitoba out of the 10 provinces and three
territories of Canada, which have already extended the upper age of compulsory education to 18
years of age, and traces the development of policies on extending compulsory education in each of
the provinces, giving a description of the background of the policies. The aim through this research
is to make suggestions for Japan’s education system reform debate.

One feature of the policy on extending compulsory education in the three Canadian provinces is
that it was submitted and developed on the premise that it would be implemented in conjunction
with various other policies to improve high school education as a whole. Since the goal was to
achieve the growth and success of individual students, which is the objective of high school educa-
tion itself, other measures were discussed by the same people at the same time on monitoring each
individual student’s skills acquisition and development, providing each student with necessary sup-
port, and defining the role of the parents or guardians.

Manitoba is attempting to control truancy by imposing penalties, but the other two provinces are
more interested in the effects that have been derived to promote academic improvement by making
high school education compulsory than controlling the truants.

In Japan, the Central Council for Education and others have had various discussions with regard
to extending the compulsory education period mainly from the perspective of “the benefits of exten-
sion”, “necessity and needs for change” and “financial costs”. In the future, as suggested from the
case of Canada, in terms of getting to the heart of the policy debate, the discussions on the objective
of the policy of extending the school leaving age need to clearly concentrate on the goal of enrich-
ment of the individual students’ learning quality and also need to be treated in an integrated manner
together with the learning content and activities needed to raise the competencies of the students.
This is a study which requires further investigation in the future.
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Figure 2B:

Fraction of Maritime 17Year-Olds in School Full-Time, 1995 — 2004
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age to 18,
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Figure 2C:

Fraction of Maritime 18-Year-Olds in School Full-Time, 1995 — 2004
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