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Abstract

Today, there is essentially no gender gap in the opportunity for education in Japan. Even at the
upper secondary and higher education levels, no noticeable difference between male and female
students is evident in the enrollment ratios. Historically, however, especially in the early stages of
building a modern education system, girls were at a significant disadvantage in term of education
opportunities. Even at compulsory elementary schools, the attendance rate of girls was very low.
Opportunities to access secondary education for girls were limited. Higher education for women was
not even considered. The Japanese government has developed policies and made efforts to promote
education for girls and young women. Thus, the conditions for women’s education have gradually
improved. As a result, the gender gap in elementary education had narrowed by the first decade of
the 20th century. At the secondary education level, by 1925, the number of students in girls’ middle
schools had equalized with the number in boys’ middle schools. The enrollment of female students
had gradually increased in secondary vocational schools as well. However, achieving gender equali-
ty in the higher education was left until after World War 1. Under the favorable conditions created
by the advancement of democratization in postwar Japanese society, sexual equality and the im-
portance of higher education for women have rapidly increased, and employment structures have
also changed. In this article, we review the Japanese experience in equalizing opportunities for edu-
cation from a gender equality perspective.
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